The term Renaissance, which is French, was a creation of the nineteenth century. It is important to note that much of what is taken to be European civilization were inventions of later periods and reflected the sense of historical time of that era rather the actual time of its contemporaries. In a famous work published in 1860 and translated into English under the title The Civilization of the Renaissance, the German historian Jacob Burckhardt celebrated the Italian Renaissance as the apex of European culture (the German title was Die Kultur der Renaissance). The reality was less coherent. The Renaissance is now generally seen as a European-wide movement, not as it was for Burckhardt an exclusively Italian development with universal significance. Almost every country in Europe in some way participated in a new interest in antiquity. It had particularly strong roots in Northern Europe (Kirkpatrick 2002) .
The Renaissance marked the end of the Medieval Age and the birth of modernity. In this sense it was a movement in historical consciousness, which defined the present in terms of its relation to the past. As an era, the Renaissance covers some of the cultural aspects of what is now more commonly referred to as the early modern period. However it is best understood less as an era than a mood or consciousness that was variously present in Europe of the fifteenth century. The significance of the Renaissance as a European civilizational development was the relation it established between past and present. Periodization was one aspect of this, for since the Renaissance it became customary to divide European history into three eras -an ancient, a medieval and a modern period. The modern period was thus defined by a distance from the ancient. The revival of antiquity occurred simply because the present had already broken from the past, which was recovered by an age that had already perceived itself to have broken from its origin, but re-interpreted that origin for the purposes of re-orienting its identity in the present. This selective recombination of elements of the past that had as a whole been abandoned is a distinctive feature of European cultural as well as political revolutions and marked the path to the Enlightenment in which the consciousness of modernity was more pronounced. The Renaissance, then, marks the point of transition to an emerging modernity; its embracing of antiquity can be explained by its rejection of the Middle Ages. This turning away from the Middle Ages was visually represented in the abandonment of the Gothic style of art and architecture and thus gave to Europe a means of projecting itself in the world (Rabb 2006) .
The Renaissance constituted a cultural identity for Europe and laid the basis for a nascent political identity. This was achieved in the fol-
